Annual Report (2024-2025)

Women’s Development Cell, Hindu College

The Women’s Development Cell (WDC) of Hindu College continued its proactive
commitment to gender justice, empowerment, and social outreach throughout the academic
session 2024-2025. This year, the cell organized a range of meaningful initiatives that
spanned insightful discussions, hands-on collaborations, awareness campaigns, capacity-
building workshops, and field visits. Each event reflected WDC’s core philosophy, building
an inclusive, empathetic, and socially conscious community where dialogue leads to action,
and engagement brings about change.

1. Gender Sensitisation Session

Date: 5th September 2024
Venue: Room 41, Hindu College

WDC collaborated with certified facilitators to organize a comprehensive gender sensitisation
session. This interactive workshop aimed to break down common myths and misconceptions
around gender identity, sexual orientation, and harassment, while also creating a safe space
for participants to express their views and personal experiences.

Real-world case studies and legal frameworks were explained and debated, providing
students with critical tools to navigate and understand institutional mechanisms. The session
was met with enthusiastic participation and served as an important step toward fostering a
more respectful, safe, and inclusive college environment.
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Alongside its structured programming, the Women’s Development Cell , emerged as a
powerful and democratic force of socio-political consciousness and collective dissent on
campus.

In response to urgent gender-based crises—including the harrowing cases of ethnically driven
gendered violence in Manipur, R.G. Kar Medical College rape , the historical, mysogynist V-
Tree Puja of Hindu College, harassment within college spaces—WDC spearheaded
widespread mass mobilisations that galvanized student participation across departments,
through solidarity gatherings of dissent and discussions, often with invitation to speakers like
Delhi University ICC representative Mehina Fathima.

These democratic gatherings delved into the systemic dissection of these social realities,
emerging in successful and peaceful memorandums to the authority citing student’s demands
and aspirations.

AR & ST fgar & ifdreh 3cdise, s, T AfShol Flolal H TelTcah Y T,
f&oq shletat 1 UfagTiaes & & At Tafsie & qair dr it aRE & 3cdiise sielr
gCAT3HT o SfaTe &, WDC = &g Tasmen o faeanf2ar i smefiery & arer fajer gamat 3k
TATT T AT [hdT S el TaeataeaTera I ICC Tfafa iy Fgar wifgaT s
gTFaar & HT 3TATIT ThIAT ITAT| SA AThdiTAeh STHATST H ATHTToTh A& [dehdT &l Iged
faersor g3, e IRuTaAFa®T Qnifadoy A1e-afhare s fad i a1, [Sed ot &
AT 3R TRIET3AT T T@ifehd fohaT I13T|




3. Documentary Screening and Discussion: The Midwife’s Confessions by BBC
India; Patriarchy Dehumanises Men by Kamla Bhasin

Date: 18th October 2024
Venue: Sushila Devi Auditorium, Hindu College

The academic year began with an intellectually stimulating event that set the tone for the
months to follow. WDC hosted a dual-screening session featuring a documentary on
midwives in rural areas and Kamla Bhasin’s powerful TED Talk on gender equality and
patriarchy. These screenings served not merely as visual content but as provocations that
challenged deeply entrenched notions around care work, reproductive rights, and gender-
based hierarchies.

Following the screenings, students engaged in a reflective group discussion that examined the
intersections of reproductive justice, feminist activism, and the invisibilization of labour in
healthcare systems. This event proved instrumental in sensitizing students to lived realities
that often remain excluded from academic syllabi, thereby grounding feminist theory in
grassroots realities.
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4. #PadsForFreedom: Sanitary Pad Donation Drive

Duration: August—September 2024
Venue: Hindu College Campus
In collaboration with: Khushii NGO

To tackle the often-overlooked issue of period poverty, WDC launched the #PadsForFreedom
campaign in partnership with Khushii NGO. The initiative encouraged both students and
faculty to donate sanitary products, which were then distributed to underprivileged
communities.

Awareness was amplified through vibrant posters across campus, consistent social media
engagement, and interactive on-ground stalls. The drive not only succeeded in collecting
large quantities of menstrual hygiene products but also sparked meaningful conversations
about access, stigma, and gendered health rights. The overwhelming support the campaign
received reaffirmed the power of collective, community-driven efforts in addressing
fundamental inequities.
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5. Orphanage Visit to Bal Vihar Children’s Home, Palam
Date: 22nd February 2025

As part of its commitment to extending care beyond the college campus, WDC organized a
heartfelt visit to Bal Vihar Children’s Home in Palam. In the weeks leading up to the event, a
donation drive was conducted within Hindu College, successfully raising 311,000. The funds
were used to purchase a range of thoughtful gifts and fun items for the children, while the
remaining amount has been reserved for future welfare initiatives.

During the visit, WDC members (Antara, Maurshika, Sahil, Chaitanya) hosted an art
workshop, followed by a spirited session of games, and meaningful conversations. The
children expressed joy through paints and laughter, and the WDC team was deeply moved by
the warmth and openness of the interactions.

This initiative exemplified WDC’s vision of building bridges across social boundaries, using
creative engagement as a tool to foster joy, solidarity, and emotional connection.
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6. Speaker Session — Women Empowerment: New Challenges

Date: 6th March 2025
Venue: Sushila Devi Auditorium, Hindu College

In celebration of International Women’s Day, WDC organized a high-impact speaker
session titled “Women Empowerment: New Challenges, ” bringing together an illustrious
panel of professionals from journalism, social work, academia, law enforcement, and
policymaking.

Speaker Line-up:

® Ms. Geeta Siddhartha

e Ms. Vasudhaa Chaturvedi
e Ms. Dipali

e Ms. Nupur Prasad

o Ms. Shubhrata Prakash



e Ms. Pratiksha Godara

The panel addressed a spectrum of emerging concerns, from the proliferation of digital
harassment and widening gender gaps in economic sectors to intersectional exclusions faced
by women in rural and institutional spaces. Each speaker drew from personal and
professional experience to highlight systemic challenges and propose actionable frameworks
for change.

The session powerfully emphasized the importance of structural reform over symbolic
gestures and urged students to engage critically and compassionately with contemporary
gender debates.
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7. Study Circles and Discussion Forums

Dates: Monthly (October 2024—March 2025)
Venue: Sports Complex

To encourage sustained and accessible intellectual engagement, WDC hosted regular study
circles that brought students together in an informal, discussion-based format. Each session
revolved around a key socio-political, gender minority, feminist issue or text, ranging from
unpaid domestic labour and queer theory to menstrual politics and media representation.

Discussions on texts like “ Seeing like a Feminist “ by Nivedita Menon; “ We should all be
Feminists” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie; “Gendering Caste Through a Feminist Lens” by
Uma Chakravarty; “Why Loiter” by Shilpa Phadke; “Love as the practice of freedom” by
Bell Hooks; “Wage labour and Capital” by Marx and Engels; were not mere academic
exercises; they were spaces of shared learning and critical questioning.

By creating a space where students could read, reflect, and debate freely in multiple
languages, WDC ensured that feminist inquiry remained alive, intersectional, politically
grounded in social reality and evolving throughout the year, not just during major events.
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8. Swabhiman 2025: Annual Flagship Event

Date: 21st April 2025
Venue: Seminar Hall, Hindu College

Swabhiman 2025, the annual flagship event of WDC, brought together a dynamic and
diverse panel of labour activists, scholars, grassroots workers, and thinkers whose work
confronts questions of gender, caste, class, labour, and justice in multifaceted ways. The
event was designed to foster intersectional understanding and platform marginalized voices in
feminist discourse.
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Event Highlights:

e Dr. Shivangi Shrivastava, PhD scholar and social worker, opened the event with a
stirring address on the intersections of disability, sexuality, and violence, advocating
for an inclusive feminist movement that moves beyond tokenistic representation.
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e Maitreyi Misra, Director at Project 39A (NLU Delhi), shared insights from her work
on mental health and the death penalty, referencing her landmark report
Deathworthy and global human rights collaborations.
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e A special session with frontline ASHA workers—Sumitra, Kavita, Archana, and
Rekha— offered raw and powerful testimonies about their daily challenges,
precarious labour conditions, and their fight for visibility and fair compensation in
India’s public health system.
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e Katyayini Saksham, writer and researcher, concluded the event with an evocative
talk on caste, trans identities, and representation, critically examining dominant
frameworks of womanhood.

The Women's Development Cell
Hindu College E

Presents

SWABHIMAN 25

Guarded Bodies, Unguarded
Power: Femininity Against
Brahmanical Order

Time - 11:20 AM




The event also saw the launch of Subah, WDC’s annual magazine, a carefully curated
collection of student writings, poetry, and artwork exploring feminist themes.

Swabhiman 2025 stood as a celebration of voices from the margins and a reaffirmation of
WDC’s mission to build solidarities, cultivate critical thinking, and anchor feminist politics in
both heart and action.
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Across each initiative, the Women’s Development Cell, Hindu College, reaffirmed its
dedication to nurturing spaces that are brave, inclusive, and intellectually rich. The academic
year 20242025 witnessed a vibrant and sustained engagement with feminist concerns,
ensuring that WDC remains not just a platform for events, but a dynamic force for awareness,
advocacy, and transformation within and beyond campus boundaries.
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